Lack of an association between carcinoma of the stomach and the major histocompatibility complex (HLA) in Cape Coloureds.
A possible genetic contribution to the high incidence of gastric carcinoma in the Cape Coloured population of the Western Cape region of South Africa was investigated. The HLA-A, B, C, DR and DQ antigens were determined with a microcytotoxicity assay, and their frequencies compared in 124 individuals with gastric carcinoma and 4,560 controls. No significant difference was found, thus supporting the view that a genetic component has a minor, if any, role in gastric carcinogenesis.